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Our Freedom to Worship  
 

Our forefathers came to the shores of what is 

now our United States of America in search of religious 

freedom.  Though life was very difficult for the 

Pilgrims, Puritans, and Pioneers, they enjoyed religious 

freedom.   The laws of our country support the premise 

of religious freedom and we are blessed by God as a 

free nation.   

For many who proclaim òJesus is Lordó in Middle 

Eastern Muslim countries, torture, imprisonment, and 

even death are the results.  One of those who suffered 

great loss and seventeen weeks of interrogation in 

doing so, Dr. Sam Solomon recently spoke at Abilene Christian 

University about his conversion.  òI went from a world in which 

questioning my Muslim faith was unthinkable to embracing a faith I  once 

considered blasphemous.ó  He was declared an  enemy of Islam  with his conversion.  

Imagine .  What if your beliefs in The Bible, Jesus as Savior, the church as His Body 

made you an enemy of democracy in the Republic  in which we live?  Might you lose you r 

employment, your home, your credentials, your freedom of speech, and all the other 

freedoms incorporated into the òBill of Rightsó??? 

We often take these freedoms and our rights and privilege to worship for granted.  We 

sometimes donõt understand the value of something, until itõs gone or lost.  For instance 

the loss of a loved one, the loss of a job, the loss of transportation is never so bad until it 

happens to you!   

What would the loss of religious freedom mean to you?  Do we have to lose it to 

apprec iate it and what does it actually cost us to have religious freedom?  What are the 

responsibilities, and rewards in participating and practicing this freedom every day of our 

lives? 

 

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. II Corinthians 3:17 
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During New Testament times, freedom often meant freedom from slavery and those 

in prison.  As Jesus did, the writers of the New Testament compare this type of freedom 

from slavery with the freedom one finds in obedience to the Lord.  Paul explains in Galatians  

5:1 : It is for freedom  that Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, th en, and do not let yourselves 

be burdened again by the yoke of slavery.   The freedom he gave them was from the yoke of 

the law.  The law made them slaves.  Christõs death on the cross set us all free.  Paul says in 

2 Corinthians 3:17 : Now the Lord is the S pirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 

freedom . 

How does this relate to our religious freedom?  Christ gave us freedom from the old 

law when He died for our sins.  We have freedom to live that new law of freedom, because 

many Americans and al lies have fought and died to maintain that right to worship freely in 

this great country.  In having this right, do we live it or just take it for granted.  To live it, we 

must exercise our religion.  Remember, Christ gave His life so we can have eternal l ife.   

 

What do we do to respect the new law and the right to live it?  

- We love God by living it.  

- We share it.  

- We give praise for it, carrying the cross daily, so not to forget the cost of this freedom.  

- We love to worship as the New Testament churches w ere instructed.  

- We respect the freedom afforded by the new law, we do not abuse it, as some did.  

- We demonstrate the love God wants us to show everyone.  

- We welcome the Spirit of the Lord in our lives, because therein is freedom.  

 

What do we do to respect  and maintain the right of our religious freedom?  

- We know it was in Godõs plan that this country has such protections, when 

many others lack any kind of religious freedom.  

- We practice this right, to protect it  and show other s our  freedom to do so.  

- We give praise and respect for those who fought and died for it, and those 

who continue to fight for our rights.  

- We speak out when this right is challenged.  

- We support those who defend and proclaim New Testament teachings, at 

risk of their own societal criti cism and pressure.  

- We love this freedom and use it to spread Godõs Word! 

- We thank God for our right to worship Him, unhindered by government 

interference.  

Donna Faxon Gillis  
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A GIFT FROM GOD 
...TO BE ACCEPTED 
...TO BE PROTECTED 
...TO BE RESPECTED 
...TO BE SHARED. 
 

IT IS THE VETERAN, 
WHO SALUTES THE FLAG 
 

It is the veteran, not the preacher,  
Who has given us freedom of religion 
 

It is the veteran, not the reporter,  
Who has given us freedom of the press 
 

It is the veteran, not the poet,  
Who has given us freedom of speech 
 

It is the veteran, not the campus organizer,  
Who has given us freedom to assemble 
 

It is the veteran, not the lawyer,  
Who has given us the right to a fair trial 
 

It is the veteran, not the politician,  
Who has given us the right to vote 
 

It is the veteran, 
Who salutes the Flag. 

Anonymous  
Submitted by Donna Gillis  
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Pearl Harbor survivor Houston James of Dallas embraced Marine Staff 

Sgt. Mark Graunke Jr. during a Veterans Day commemoration in Dallas 
Yesterday.  Graunke lost a hand, a leg and an eye who defused a bomb 
in Iraq last year.  This weekôs images of U. S. troops in combat in Fallujah 

deepened the dayôs significance for many who attended tributes held in 
San Diego and across the nation.  Associated Press  
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An Old-Fashioned VBS 
 

 

At UCCC on June 8, 9, 10 2009 we "did" 

VBS.   Do yo u remember going to V BS as a child?   

My first experience was in a big tent up on the 

Highway several blocks from my home.   Several 

neighborhood children and I went maybe one or 

two nights.    I was not particularly impressed, but 

still never forgot the conc ept or the tent!   Later I 

attended a more formal VBS at a church of Christ 

building with formal lessons and homework, etc.  

But OUR 2009 VBS  was different still.   We set 

up 3 rooms with a different story at each place.   

The rooms showcased Noah and the Ark,  Moses 

and  Jesus.  The students came to a different room 

each night.   In some ways this format is easier and 

in some ways it is harder.   Each group requires a 

different level of the same story.  

In the Noah class, the teachers 

Bettye Roberts and Janet Hend ricks 

wore Bible time outfits and the older 

students, 3rd and 4th graders, "built 

the Ark" on Monday night.   The next 2 

classes used "the Ark" to sit in and to 

talk about animals, etc.   Janet and Rich 

Howell had the Jesus station and they 

devised a Tour  to  tell their stories with 

a "vehicle"  and a small horn to announce the various stops.   "Manna"  rained down on the 

students in form of small paper rectangles.  

Julie Dillon and Carrie Sergio  taught the class on Moses  and they were costumed in 

Bible- times dres ses. Live  young chickens and ducks as well as a tiny pony also attended VBS 

each evening. Alison  Griner attended to this part. And of course there were songs at 6:15 to 

6:30 before classes.   The classes with the stories were held each evening at 6:30 to  7:15.   
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And there were the usual cookies and drink for refreshments.  

Our local puppeteers headed by Linda Davis , Trish Zylinski, and Cathy Berry presented 

original stories each night and everyone enjoyed that part very much.   Two "very origina l" 

helicopters were "flown in" and stole the show that night.   A "wild deer" kept  putting out his 

head from the  underbrush on stage on Wednesday night!  

Our youth minister, Robbie Jerkins , was the MC each night and found out  about 

running  such a show!   Robbie managed well  and had the support of several college 

students.  

Many hours of hard work and excellent stage props and room decor helped create a 

good learni ng atmosphere.  Trish Zylinsky's ARK  creeping out of the Baptist ery area  was 

powerful!   So... who ha d the most FUN?   Who, 60 students or the 40 adults putting on the 

show? 

P.S.  One hot June morning, c. 1966, 

Sue Rowan, Marvin Brooker's sister, and I 

took about 10 children to VBS at Lake City 

church of Christ (old building).   She had 3 

and I had 3 and there were severa l 

neighbor kids in our old white Dodge van 

(c. 1964).   Sue and I were up front and 

some of the kids were sitting down on 

floor of van.   (This was before seat - belt 

laws!)   I tried to move along but drove 

slowly because of our precious cargo .  As 

we went dow n a rather steep, long hill , a car passed us, tooting their horn loudly and   

 going much faster than we were.  

Sue looked over at me and said "Where are those cops when you need then!?"   The 

words were scarcely out of her mouth when we heard the siren and then saw the police car  

pull over the other car!   We laughed at such swift justice!  

That same week another van - driver noticed me, our old van and all the children 

inside going to VBS.   Some days later a man called to ask if I was the "lady with all the 

chi ldren?"   I realize d he had seen our VBS load and  I said, yes.   I tried to explain they were 

NOT all mine but I was taking them to VBS!  

He politely listened and he said, " I also noticed you have no seats in back of that 

van.   I have an extra seat taken fr om another van and you may have it, FREE, if you will stop 

by to get it!"  

Of course, I went by and got the seat.   Don made it fit and that donated bench seat  traveled 

with the old van many miles and years.  

God does provide.     Bettye Roberts  
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UCCC VBS 2009 Photo Gallery 
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Bret Dampier, Photographer 


