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 Last Sunday evening’s annual College banquet was a 
heart warming time for this year’s graduates, their friends 
and church family.  The honored graduates were Michael 
Andry, Brent Barnhill, Petey Bingham, Michael Brooker, 
Kristen Brooks, Alex Cruz, Jerome Dees, Ana Devine, 
Justin Herrera, Lindsey Horton, Kelly Liddon, Gabe Lopez, 
April McCall, Brian McCullough, Ryan Quinn, Sally Raines, 
Jamie Rivers, Mike Smajstrla, Brunson Sullivan, Chris 

Sergio, Gracie King and Amanda Deem. 
 The event commenced at 7:00 pm in the Family Life Center with fellowship 
and a delicious meal.  Next, the graduates were introduced with music and 
cheers, along with a special handshake from University of Florida mascot, Albert 
the Gator.  Also they received words of wisdom from the elders.  They were 
encouraged to stay focused on Christ and get involved in Churches in their future 
careers. 
 The evening concluded with dessert and a video commemorating our 
college graduates’ last year at the University of Florida, Santa Fe College, and 
Harding University.  We have been blessed to have had them in our church 

Family.  Congratulations College graduates of 2010. 

 

 

 

 

"Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon 
in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. Luke 12:27 
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The Birth of the Song ‘Precious Lord’ 
 Back in 1932, I was a fairly new husband. My wife, Nettie and  I were living in a little 

apartment on Chicago's south side. One hot August afternoon I had to go to St. Louis where 

I was to be the featured soloist at a large revival meeting. I didn't want to go. Nettie was in 

the last month of pregnancy with our first  child. But a lot of people  were expecting me in St. 

Louis . I kissed Nettie good - bye, clattered downstairs to our Model A and, in a fresh Lake 

Michigan breeze, chugged out of Chicago  on Route 66.  

  However, outside the city, I discovered that in my anxiet y at leaving, I had forgotten 

my music case. I wheeled around and headed back. I found Nettie sleeping peacefully. I 

hesitated by her bed; something was strongly telling me to stay. But eager to get on my 

way, and not wanting to disturb Nettie, I shrugged off the feeling and quietly slipped ou t of 

the room with my music.  

 The next night, in the steaming St. Louis heat, the crowd called on me to sing again 

and again. When I finally sat down, a messenger boy ran up with a Western Union telegram. 

I ripped open  the envelope. Pasted on the yellow sheet were the words: YOUR WIFE  JUST 

DIED. People were happily singing and clapping around me, but I could hardly keep from 

crying out. I rushed to a phone and called home. All I could hear on the other end was 

'Netti e is dead. Nettie is dead.'  

 When I got back, I learned that Nettie had given birth to a boy. I swung between grief 

and joy. Yet that same night, the baby died. I buried Nettie and our little boy together, in 

the sam e casket. Then I fell apart.  

 For days I closeted myself I felt that God had done me an injustice. I didn't want to 

serve Him anymore or write gospel songs. I just wanted to go back to that jazz world I once 

knew so well. But then, as I hunched alone in that dark apartment those first sad days, I  

thought back to the afternoon I went to St... Louis. Something kept telling me to stay with 

Nettie. Was that something God? Oh, if I had paid more attention to Him that day, I would 

have stayed and bee n with Nettie when she died.  

 From that moment on I v owed  to listen more closely to Him.  But still I was lost in 

grief. Everyone was kind to me, especially one friend. The following Saturday evening he 

took me up to Maloney's Poro College, a neighborhood music school. It was quiet; the late 

evening sun crep t th rough the curtained windows.  

 I sat down at the piano, and my hands began to browse over the keys. 

Something happened to me then. I felt at peace. I felt as though I could reach 

out and touch God. I found myself playing a melody, once into my head th ey 

just seemed to fall into place: 'Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let 

me stand, I am tired, I am weak, I am worn, through the storm, through the 

night, lead me on to the light, take my hand, p recious Lord, lead me home.'  
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 The Lord gave me these  words and me lody, He also healed my spirit.  I learned that 

when we are in our deepest grief, when we feel farthest from God, this is when He is 

closest, and when we are most o pen to His restoring power. And so I go on living for God 

willingly and joyfully , until that day comes when He will take me and gently  lead me home.  

 The man who wrote "Precious Lord . . ." was a black man named  Thomas A. Dorsey --  

not the  well - known big band leader,  Tommy Dorsey.  He played piano for Ma Rainey,  the 

great blues singer, before his Gospel writing days, and they called him "Georgia Tom."  He 

also wrote "Peace In the Valley" and a number of other  Gospel tunes.  

 What a wonderful story of how God CAN heal the brokenhearted! Beautiful, isn't it?  
 

Submitted by Haylee Slaughter 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 Many whom the world knows as 

òChristiansó are like hoboes who hop a 

ride on a train bound anywhere but where 

they were.   Indeed, at times, some have 

forgotten where they got on.   

Nevertheless, they sit and watch as the 

scenery of life goes whizzing by, quite 

content that theyõre moving on.   But 

those of us who go up to the very front -

-  to the cab of the engine --  our route 

takes on new meaning.   Thus it is that we 

who examine the scriptures and have 

become known as òfolks of the Bibleó 

have ògone up frontó on the òEternity 

Expressó.  We study together regardless 

of manmade creeds, doctrines and prior 

assumptions.   We sit side - by- side with 

òThe Great Engineeró.  We view, consider 

and put into practice the divinely inspired 

word of God.   Thus it is that life takes on 

a deeper meaning to us. May God 

continue to guide us at University City 

church of Christ as we s peed on to our 

destinationé   
 

Bill Pepper  
 

òMay Daysó 
 

Are sunny and colorful with promise,   

Look around you! 

Everybody is giddy with spring fever  

Like butterflies and kites  
Criss-cross the skies  
 
Marigolds, zinnias, and sunflowers  
Are blowing in the wind,  

Gardens are brimming with vegetables.  

Youngsters are yearning for summer,  

While parents plan for family outings  

And visit to grandparents.  
 
Finally, May Days are an occasion  
For praise and thanks giving  

To a loving Creator  

Who has made everything possible.  
 

Leo Hines 
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Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible Class 
Introduction to II Corinthians 

 For our last quarter before our summer break Ladies Bible Class 

has been devoted to an in depth study of II Corinthians.  As it is very 

helpful to our understanding of the scriptures to know the background 

of those addressed we spent the introductory lesson discussing the 

unique location of Corinth and it bearing upon the type of people 

there.  We found the young church had a lot to cope with!  

 It is an advantageous location on the narrow neck of land 

connecting the island of Greece with its mainland made it a city of 

wealth and commerce, attracting an eclectic, adventurous sort.  When Paul 

entered in AD 52, he found entrenched the pagan worship of many gods, giving 

sanction to immorality of all ki nds.  The city had a òreputation.ó 

 There were crafts of all kinds in this city of 600.000.  Paul was able to 

support himself with tent making and so could claim to have been a burden on no 

one.  Paul came to love the Christians at Corinth dearly.  He worr ied over their 

spiritual health as if they were his own children .   
Margie Philpot 

A New Covenant 
II Corinthians 2:14 ð 3:18 

 

 At the end of chapter 2, Paul reminded the Corinthian church that 
when Christians move into town, settle in a neighborhood, or simply enter a 
room others will detect that we are there (Matthew 5:16).  Whether they like 
it or not will depend, not to the fact, but on their spiritual condition. 
 In chapter 3, Paul defends his ministry against the confusion that was 
caused by other teachers presenting the glories of the Old System.  Paul 
agreed that the Old was magnificent (1 Timothy. 1:8), but he pointed out the 
ways in which the New was far superior! (Hebrews 1-3) 
 These messages were consistently taught everywhere by the apostles because 
without repetition, new Christians could so easily fall back into habitual thought 
patterns (Galatians 3:1-3).  They needed to keep the comparative worth of the new value 
system in their conscious minds to reject the inferior (Ephesians 4:22-23, Philippians 2:3 & 
14-15) and fully appreciate the true riches of the gospel (Hebrews 3:6).                                                    

Claudia Doddington 
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Paul Encourages Young Christians  
II Corinthians 4: 16-18 and 5:1-10 

 

 Paul is encouraging the young Corinthian church no t  to 

become weak. Even though their physical body is becoming 

older and weaker, their inner spirit is made new everyday.  

 This was preparing them for a new home.   A house not 

made with hands.  You cannot se e it, but you have faith and 

hope that one day soon you will.  We may grow tired, but we 

donõt give up.  He told them that God had given them the 

Spirit as a guarantee, proof that he will give them a new life.  òWe live 

by what we believe not by what we can see.ó  Verse 5:7 yes, the 

Corinthian  were promised this new home, and we as Christians here 

today, will see it as well.  Our goal is to please God.  We will all stand 

before Him on judgment day. 

Ann Bresnyan 
  

Motivated By Love 
                               II Corinthians 5:14 ɀ 6:13 

 

 Since Corinth was a large prosperous city, a crossroads of the 
Roman controlled world, there were many diverse ethnic groups 
living there. 
 The new Christians brought their old beliefs and practices with 
them into the church.  When the Apostle Paul corrected them, they 
were angry and spoke harsh criticisms against him.  But in spite of 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÁÒÓÈ ÁÎÇÅÒȟ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÍÐÅÌÌÅÄ ÂÙ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÌÏÖÅ 
shown through the cross, II Corinthians 5:14 to keep on preaching 
*ÅÓÕÓȭ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎɂthat because of this they should live for the one 
who died for them and was raised again.  And live not unto them.  Chapter 5:17-ΣΫȣ  
In Christ one is a new creation and reconciled (reunited) back with God, not 
ÃÏÕÎÔÉÎÇ -ÅÎȭÓ ÓÉÎÓ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅÍȢȱ 
 Thank you Paul for keeping on, keeping on teaching and preaching ɀ to show 
ÕÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅȢ 

Rose Wright 
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Comparison and Separation 
II Corinthians 6:14 ɀ 7:1 

 
 Paul was converted about five years after the resurrection and he 

wrote this letter to the Churches in Corinth about twenty years later 

while he was in Macedonia.  Corinth was a large, cosmopolitan city with a 

big seaport, which made it a major trading center for merchandise.  

However, Gainesville is a smaller city which is a cross between a city and 

country, and its thriving commerce is as an education center. 

Both cities have several similarities, which include: a tendency of idolatry 

and immorality, churches mostly gentile, a mixture of cultures and a 

struggle with the Christian life style.  

 Next the letter contrasted being of the world (origin) and in the world (having the 

activity or function).  While we are of the world, we do not want to be concerned with 

worldly things. Paul admonished them not to be yoked with unbelievers, (referring to 

Deuteronomy 22: 1).   In I Corinthians 7:13-17 he admonished believers to stay in marriages 

with unbelievers, here he speaks of after your conversion, and you have a choice of which 

you closely associate (work or marriage).  Your values will be in constant conflict with those 

in the world.  What does light have in common with darkness, righteousness with 

wickedness or the temple of God with idols? 

   Paulõs Joy  
 

 I n the 7 th  Chapter of II Corinthians, Paul had received 
some wonderful news from Titus that gave them both great 
joys.  His beloved children in the faith in Corinth had 
received his letter of correction well and had repented.  Paul 
was so relieved and comforted by t his after suffering much 
anxiety.   
 It reminded us how much our actions affect others, and 
theirs us.  Just another reason we must always be on guard 
against getting too comfortable with worldly influences. s 
   

Margie Philpot 
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Mr. Singerõs Treadle Sewing Machines! 
 

 All the stories about Mr. Singer are not nice!  But he did buy up many competitors and their sewing 
machines so that he had the most influence during the early 20th century.  He can even be regarded as the 
great granddaddy of charge cards.  He allowed very poor households to put down a small amount of 
ÍÏÎÅÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÌÅÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÐÁÙ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ Á ÍÏÎÔÈ ÔÏ ÐÁÙ ÏÆÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÅÁÄÌÅ ÓÅ×ÉÎÇ ÍÁÃÈÉÎÅȢ  1ÕÉÔÅ Á ÓÔÏÒÙȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ 
you think? 
 "ÅÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÎÇÅÓÔ ) ÈÁÄ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ Ȱ×ÁÔÃÈÉÎÇȱ -ÏÔÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÍÙ Ô×Ï ÏÌÄÅÒ ÓÉÓÔÅÒÓ ÓÅ×Ȣ   $ÏÎȭÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ 
Bertie Roberts had 5 girls plus herself and sometimes her sister and her 3 girls for whom she sewed!  Bertie 
could study a fashion picture of a dress, draft a pattern and sew up a reasonable copy of same.  She did 
this all between farm chores and never one formal sewing lesson. 
 Today I wear T-ÓÈÉÒÔÓȟ ÊÅÁÎÓ ÏÒ ÓÈÏÒÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÓËÉÒÔÓȢ  %ÖÅÎ ÈÁÖÅ ȰÎÉÃÅȱ ÐÁÎÔÓ ÔÏ ×ÅÁÒ ÆÏÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȢ  /ÕÒ 
life-style is so much different than our mothers! So are our clothes! 
 I was a textile major in graduate school at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville and I loved every 
minute.  I still go to fabric shops and browse like others go to the Mall to shop! 
 ,ÅÔ ÍÅ ÌÉÓÔ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÅ×ÉÎÇ ÍÁÃÈÉÎÅÓ ) ÈÁÖÅ ËÎÏ×Îȡ   -ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÏÌÄ 3ÉÎÇÅÒ ÔÒÅÁÄÌÅȟ ÏÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ) 
learned to sew.  -Ù ÓÉÓÔÅÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÎÅȭÓ ÎÅ× ÃÁÂÉÎÅÔ +ÅÎÍÏÒÅ ɉÁÂÏÕÔ ΣΫΦΥɊ ×ÉÔÈ Á ËÎÅÅ ÌÅÖÅÒ ÔÏ ÒÕÎ ÔÈÅ 
electric motor.  An old portable sewing machine Don bought for me from a pawn shop for about $25.  We 
were not even yet married!   
 In 1960, the year our son Sam was born, I bought a new portable Singer and used it for many years.  
I still have it. When Sarah went off to Lipscomb she took IT with her and I had to buy another sewing 
ÍÁÃÈÉÎÅȢ   4ÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ΣΫΩΪ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ +ÅÎÍÏÒÅ ÐÏÒÔÁÂÌÅȢ  9ÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÏÆ ȰÌÁÎÄ ÐÏÏÒȱȩ  
7ÅÌÌȟ ) ÁÍ ȰÓÅ×ÉÎÇ ÍÁÃÈÉÎÅ ȰÐÏÏÒȦ   
 Then in 2002 when the world was upside down from 911 in New York I bit the bullet and invested in 
Á (ÕÓÑÖÁÒÎÁ 6ÉËÉÎÇȟ ÅÌÅÃÔÒÏÎÉÃ ÍÁÃÈÉÎÅȦ  .ÅØÔ ÔÏ Á ÃÁÒ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÅØÐÅÎÓÉÖÅ ÔÈÉÎÇ )ȭÄ ÅÖÅÒ ÂÏÕÇÈÔ ÆÏÒ 
me!   And I love it!  This machine does things I never dared try with a conventional machine. 
 Then I began acquiring OLD treadle sewing machines.   A neighbor 
moved to Georgia and gave me her old treadle, not working.    Last year my son-
in-law gave me an old treadle he had kept in a shed for years.  Not working and 
head separate from the base.   First part of April a friend from the Dudley 
volunteer group offered me a WORKING treadle sewing machine!  Of course, I 
took it!  Then I had no more room and sold the one my neighbor gave me to a 
man who buys and repairs old sewing machines.  Now I have some more room in 
the Family Room so I can actually set up to sew!  I hope and plan to finish up a 
quilt top I have going at present on this machine and maybe even quilt it there!   

 Oh, yes, Don brought me a Featherweight Singer one Saturday 
morning from a nearby garage sale!  $5.00 he paid.  Later I took it to be oiled 
and see if it might work.   It sews like a dream.  Not fancy but does a 
beautiful lock stitch that no other machine can match.  Featherweights are 
favorites with quilters the world over.  It is easy to carry for travel and not 
too heavy. 

  
 -Ù ÆÒÉÅÎÄ ×ÈÏ ÇÁÖÅ ÍÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÔÒÅÁÄÌÅ ÎÏÔ ÌÏÎÇ ÁÇÏ ÁÌÓÏ ÇÁÖÅ ÍÅ Á ÂÉÇ ÂÏÏËȟ ȰΧΡΡΡ 9ÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ 
4ÅØÔÉÌÅÓȱȦ  ,ÏÏËÉÎÇ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÉÇȟ ÆÁÔ ÂÏÏËȟ ) ÁÍ ÉÎ ȰÈÏÇ ÈÅÁÖÅÎȱȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÓ ÁÎÄ ,/43 
of words. 
 I am aware many of you are saying I can have ALL of that I want, but I find such a basic need as 
clothes, quilts, tablecloths, etc. is  a very interesting  and useful thing to study and learn about. 



 I still sew the old-fashioned way for the volunteers at Dudley.  No zippers, no fancy materials, just 
plain cotton fabric and no sequins or fancy decorations.  Just sturdy washable cotton clothes like farm 
families have always worn.  Seeing pictures of old looms and learning how much labor was invested in 
setting up the loom, as well as the hours to just turn out one yard of fabric, I am grateful I can go buy as 
many yards of fabric as needed for any one project.    Thanks, Mr. Singer, for the early sewing machines 
and making it easy to buy them!  

Bettye Roberts 
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May Birthday Celebrations 

5/1   Alina Shafii    5/1   Tina Vairo    5/2   Freida Taylor  

5/2   Bettie Miller   5/2   Glenn Wright   5/2   Genie White  

5/3   Blanche Sanders  5/4   Monique Lord   5/4   Suzanna Hinton 

5/4   John Davis    5/6   Brent Barnhill   5/6   Brittany Rouille   

5/6   Maria Navarro   5/7   Kameron Kinsman 5/8   Andrew Wakefield  

5/8   Randell Doty   5/8   Bette Jaehne   5/8   Eunice Horne 

5/11  Joan Jaudon  5/12   Jim Horne    5/14   Katie Dawson 

5/14   Gerald Bacoats   5/14   Johnny Walker   5/15   Jim Holloway  

5/16   Matthew Kelley   5/16   Kiambrea Joseph  5/18   Annetta Beazlie  

5/18   Asjani Cunningham 5/20   Nina Bryant   5/21   Ashlynn Lane 

5/22   Drew Carlton   5/22   Kirk Kinsman  5/22   Nicholas Crisafulli  

5/23   Charles Gatton   5/23   Ryan Quinn  5/24   Katie Little  

5/24   Ann Bresnyan  5/25   Don Dasher  5/26   Kayla Vairo 

5/26   Susan Sullivan  5/27   Amanda Deem  5/27   Don Turk  

5/28   Daisy Martin   5/28   Lingli Jiang   5/28   Tiffany Burgett  

5/29   Tony Justice   5/30   Sable Galasso  5/30   Sherry Park  

5/30   John Dawson  5/30   Sandra Brooker   5/31   Valerie Powers  

May Anniversary Celebrations 

5/8   Todd & Tonya McFarland 
5/12   Mike & Peggy Childs 
5/13   Gary & Donna Martin 

5/16   Thelma & Robert Wilson 
5/25   Bill & Polly Pepper 
5/27   Gary & Pat Wyder 

 


