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Christmas For 

the Community 

2009  
 

Christmas Photos by Bret Dampier 

 
      UCCCõs annual Christmas for the Commu nity 

was a delightful success. Over one  hundred 

children were presented with holiday presents.  

The entertainment included a jump house, a 

puppet show, face painting, pictures taken with 

small horses.  Our members sat and 

fellowshipped with the ch ildren and their parents 

during the meal, followed by a visit from Sana 

Claus.  
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Love More Sin Less 
The inspiration continues as Godõs word is taught in our Tuesday Morning Ladies 

Bible Class.  Our study series from Aubrey Johnsonõs book Love More Sin Less  continues.  

During December we had the opportunity to hear speakers Nadine Hackler, Rose Wright, 

and Janet Howell  

Love Multiplied ð Evangelism  
 The mission of the church is to care for the needy, edify the saints, and evangelize 

the world.  Are we fulfil ling our mission?  Are we concerned about the lost here in our own 

community?  God has told us in John 15:8 to bear fruit.  Galatians 5:22 - 23 lists nine 

character traits that indicate that the Holy Spirit is at work in us.  They are joy, peace, 

patience, k indness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self - control, and love.  

A love - saturated life is the fruit of joy .  It is only when we are deeply, genuinely happy in 

our faith that others want to be a part of it ð John 15:11.  Trials strengthen our joy ð  
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Anniversary Celebrations 
 

1/5 Don & Debbie Turk 

1/17 Don & Gail Dasher 

1/21 Mike & Betty Cooper 

1/24 Charles & Carolyn Mikell 

 

 
 

UCCC Spring Arts Festival 
 

You are cordially invited to make a 
submission to the University City Church 
of Christ First Annual Spring Arts 
Festival. 

Guidelines and entry forms are 
available on the UCCC web site. 
 

UCCC Arts Festival team 
 

Contact:  Beatrice Hines, 352-665-8755, email:   
hineslbc@bellsouth.net 

 

Winter is coming 

mailto:hineslbc@bellsouth.net


James 1:2.  Our love capacity determines our joy capacity. Biblical joy is best described in 

Romans 8:28.  

 The fruit of Peace comes from the Prince of Peace who gives peace to all who call on 

him.  Effective evangelists have an aura of confidence that come s from drenching their 

minds in Godõs Word.  Psalms 119:165, Romans 12:18, I Corinthians 7:15; 14:33. 

 Those who are patient with people will be successful evangelists. The fruit of Patience  

gives people time and space to think deeply if change is to be lasting.  It characterizes true, 

godly love, for love suffers long.  

 The fruit of kindness  is the ability to be nice to those that are trying your patience.  

Kind people know how to soften th eir words without diluting the message.  They are 

considerate of othersõ feelings and needs.  Romans 11:22, Ephesians 4:31- 32.  

 A person that is honest, trustworthy, and loyal exhibits the fruit of faithfulness .  

These traits significantly improve the evan gelistõs opportunity to influence others in a 

positive way.  I Corinthians 4:2, I Thessalonians 5:23 - 24.  

 The fruit of gentleness  is best translated as meekness - - power and strength under 

control.  Evangelists with this fruit can create an atmosphere of ope nness conducive to real 

learning and transformation.  Matthew 5:5, I Peter 3:15.  

 Abstaining from anything which might hinder in preparing and sharing Godõs love 

with others is seen as the fruit of self - control .   I Corinthians 9:24 - 27, Titus 1:7 - 9.  

 Love is what binds all the fruit together.  It is treating other s more important than  

self.  The principal way love for God is shown is in caring for those created in his image.  I 

John 3:14, 1 Thessalonians 3:12  

 We are to be fruitful.  We are to progress in g rowing in the spirit and in sharing the 

gospel - evangelism.  The fruit describes our character and our action.  It is what happens 

when your inside becomes your outside.  This fruit is vital for reaching others with the 

gospel.  

 Nadine Hackler 
Godõs Love:  Motivated Hope  

 Itõs been said òthat one of the essentials of happiness is something to hope for.ó  We 

all need Hope.  Just as a light house set high on a bluff sends a beam of light to a struggling 

seaman in a violent storm, Jesus came as a light into the world, shining in the darkness, 

giving a beacon of hope to mankind struggling to reach the shores of Godõs paradise in 

heaven.  John 1:1 - 12  

 Godõs love gave us this hope by sending his Son Jesus to die on the cross to redeem 

manõs sins. We must tap into th is hope by Faith: Faith  in Jesus, that he is Godõs son.  He 

died on the cross, was raised from the dead . And  now , sits in heaven at his Fatherõs right 

hand.  

 We get this faith and confidence of hope through the scriptures of the Holy Bible.  

God is faithfu l to fulfill his promises.  Hebrews 10:23  

Rose Wright 
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Love:  Unity Inspired  

 This lesson explored the relationship between the Godhead as a model for Christian 

unity and love.  Although we cannot know everything about  God, He has revealed many 

things to us; they have been given to us and o ur children.  Deuteronomy 29:29,   He is the 

God who wants to be known, Jeremiah 9:23 - 24. And t he Father sent Jesus, His Only 

begotten Son, to make God known to us, John 1:18; John 27: 3.  According to the author of 

this series, it is in the relationship of the Godhead that we find the perfect paradigm for 

loving Christian unity.  In the pages of Scripture, we see God the Father, Jesus the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit acting together as one;  united in commission, cooperation, and compassion 

for our greatest good and ultimate salvation.  

Janet Howell  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

On December  8 the ladies enjoyed Janet 

Howell 's very thoughtful lesson  on the God -  head 

of God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit .  Then we went 

into the church kitchen to pack up the annual 

cookie - boxes for our shut - ins for 2009.   Each 

class member brought in 2 dozen cookies and we 

filled and wrapped 27 containers with goodies.   

Each bo x had a card and an address to  be hand -

delivered to the shut - in.   Within 20 minutes  all 

the boxes were filled, cards  and boxes  taken and 

the kitchen was all quiet again.   Good deeds  and 

warm feelings were our results.  

 Janet taught about Unity of Beli evers on 

December 15 and the class enjoyed our annual 

Christmas luncheon with all the good and tasty 

dishes we like to share.   Lynette Worley supervised 

the Christmas decor  and it was lovely.    

In 2010  we begin a new lesson series and 

we would like to invi te you to come and join us.   

There are 39 names on the current class roll and 

average attendance is  about 23.   There are 10 or 

so class members who  volunteer to  teach with 

Margie  Philpot  who is in charge of coordinating 

teachers, dates, and etcetera .  The class is 

interesting and we add to our depth of Bible 

understanding.  
Bettye Roberts  

 

Forty -Niners 
Christmas Party  
On Fri day night , December  18 

about twenty  of the  Forty - Niners  ate 

together at Peg Davidson's home  and 

Santas were everywhere!   There were 

5 or 6 big pots of soup, lots of 

cracker s and dips and  sweet good 

things to munch.   Everyone was 

seated  at lovely tables set for 

Christmas .  We ate, talked and then 

Marvin Jr. led  us in singing the 

beloved old Christmas carols .  "A 

good time was had by all" .  Many of 

us have known each other for 

decades!   Thanks, God  
 

Bettye Roberts  
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What We Believe and Why??? 
 

At the begi nning of this new decade, 2010 we may need to take a mome nt and 

think on a few òbigger òthoughts.   Any New Yearõs resolutions, aside! 

I requested several people to ans wer the question in our title: What and why we 

believe?  Here are some statements of Faith from fellow Christians we know and wit h 

whom we share our daily walk along Lifeõs Path. 

Janet Hendricks :  As a young child before I knew there was a living God, my 

mother introduced me to Godõs creation.  She walked me through fields, woods, 

pond areas and stopped to show me plants, animals, insects and told me about 

them.  She t ook me walking on snowy moonlit nights to see the night sky and snow 

sparkling from moonlight.  

As I grew I learned about God and was baptized at age 12.  God became real to 

me in college as I studied about the world He created.  My eyes were opened to just  

how wonderful and precise  and perfect Godõs creation truly is. 

I believe in God.  He created us, loves us, and is always with us.  

Why do I still believe, because  my life has strengthened my faith?   God has 

loved me, comforted me through trials, listened to my prayers and answered them.  

When I fall short and sin, I know He will forgive me when I ask for it.  He is always 

with me and I want to be always with Him for Eternity.   

Beatrice Hines :  I bel ieve in God the Father.  His WORD continues to  be the #1 

best selling book!  The Bible, Godõs inspired word.  Mankind risks their life to spread 

the WORD to others.  My faith is in God who loves unconditionally.  He is an 

unchanging God, the perfection of LOVE.    

Leo Hines :  I personally believe in God the Father, Jesus Christ his b eloved son 

and the Holy Spirit and the Holy Scriptures.  All my quests for knowledge on my 

spiritual journey are confirmed in them.  In them, I find consolation and guidance.  

My faith is confirmed as I look around each day at Godõ beautiful creation.  

Only He could make such a wondrous universe.  However, I am also painfully aware 

of Sin and its d estructive nature.  Even more, I have hope in Godõs plan of salvation.  

Over the cen turies countless religions and philosophies have been popular, but only 

the Bible continues to have the answer for an embittered humanity.  God is LOVE and 

we all crave love and acceptance.  
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Genie White : I believe:  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  In 

the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

Through him all things were made: without him nothing was made that has been made.  

Jesus is the Son of God and came t o reconcile the world to God.  All scripture is God -

breathed.  

Why do I believe?  Because I have studied a part of Godõs creation up close for 

many years and stand in awe of his sense of beauty and balance.  You can see the 

designer and cre ator in each livi ng thing.  I have  tried things taught by the world but 

the re are numerous inconsistencies.  Many ideas were  harmful and , truthfully, I didnõt 

like myself.  

Following the teachings of Jesus Christ, the Son of God and my Savior, has made a 

difference in my lif e, making me someone I do like.  The scriptures written over 

centuries are amazingly consistent in their teachings.  And God answers prayers.  And 

even when his answer is ònoó, I am grateful!   

Bettye Roberts : I have decided to believe what the Bible te aches.  As a wise old 

professor of mi ne at Lipscomb told me long ago, b elieve and obey the Bible and its 

story.  It helps you very much in this Life and gives Hope for the future  and what lies 

beyond Death!  Also, if after Death you happen to discover none  of it to be true after all, 

what have you LOST?  

Life here has been so much more glorious and God is such a  very present help in 

times of Joy and in trouble.  How can anyone afford to NOT believe?  

Canõt prove it?  So, lots of things we accept daily cannot  be proven.  Explain the 

wonder and majesty of human s (and animals, for that matter ).  Explain creating  tiny 

wondrous babies.  Explain the myster y of the Universe.  Explain WHY  we are here as we 

are!  And so, why is it so hard to accept Heaven and God?   

And, maybe I am more gullible, more easily led, more hope ful, more trusting.  

Whatever, Iõm glad God is building each day another plank, another brick, another 

window in MY mansion in the sky.  

The comfort of singing the old hymns, and believin g the old stori es of the Bible I 

will have already had by the time I reach Heaven!  Probably I first heard 4 - part harmony  

as a tiny baby while in my motherõs arms!  That comforts me.  Life is a lot harder 

witho ut God, the Bible and Jesus.   Just why would I NOT believe?  

Now that you have read these personal statements of Faith, try writing down your 

own personal statement.  Date it.  Put it in your Bible.  Find it occasionally and rejoice.  

We are Believers!  Life is GOOD!   

Bettye Roberts  
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Stages of Life 
 

Our lives comprise so many phases and decisions from birth to death; 
A babe, a child, adult, and then aged, from first to final breath 
 

What do I want this very minute, what do I want today? 
Do I want a change of diaper?  Do I want to play? 
 

An Infant hardly knows the moment; a child knows little more. 
The greatest choice to make today may be where to next explore! 
 

Then next comes, ñWhat about tomorrow?ò, and, ñWhat about this year?ò 
Should I visit my pals next door, or invite them over here? 
 

Should I do my homework now or maybe do my chores? 
Should I join the football team, the Latin Club, or more? 
 

Should I make a jelly sandwich-What about Chemistry? 
Maybe, instead, algebra, no! Pizza sounds good to me! 
 

Then we ask, ñWhat about my life?  You know, what should I be?ò 
Should I go to college, plan ahead, or king of ñjust wait ad seeò? 
 

A grocer, a baker, a Candlestick maker, or someone who fixes shoes? 
One of ñthe few, the proudò in green, or, better, in Navy blues! 
 

The Peace Corp, a journalist perhaps, a teacher, or maybe a nurse. 
A salesman-an athlete might be better- I certainly could do worse. 
  

Thereôs marriage, a home, two cars and a boat, and maybe a child or two. 
Join a club-no, travel a lot! Oh, what should I really do? 
 

Should I drink some low-fat milk, or should I have a Coke? 
Should I take life seriously, or is it one big joke? 
  

Then comes old age and ñretirementò, a nursing home a ninety-two 
We look back on the stages of life, and ask ourselves, ñWhat did I do?ò 

 
FROM "THE WORD" 

 

It doesn't take much thought to figure out to what Stages of Life is referring.  What is 
the meaning for your life?  Is your life a matter of what you do day by day, or what you 
accumulate?  Are you looking ahead and wondering what you should achieve?  Or are you 
looking back and wondering what you accomplished? 

Whether you are a Christian or not, you have two choices:  You can make this world a 
better place...or a worse one.  You can GET...or you can GIVE.  You can value yourself in 
your works and your gains...or you can create value in the lives of those around you through 
encouragement, inspiration, teaching, provision, protection, and love. 

However, if you ARE a Christian, the purposes and opportunities are even more 
special:  You can save lives and souls!  It's never too early - or too late - to start!  Whether 
you are 19 or 91, God has called you to be "fishers of men", to relish every chance to share 
the Gospel with those around us.  God has also called you to serve, to provide for, and to love 
those in His "family".  If you have breath, you still have purpose.  Give your best - forget the 
rest - through all of the "stages of life". 



"The end of all things is near.  Therefore be clear-minded and self-controlled so that 
you can pray.  Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of 
sins.  Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.   Each one should use whatever gift 
he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.  If 
anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God.  If anyone serves, he 
should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through 
Jesus Christ.  To Him be the glory and the power for ever and ever.  Amen."  I-Peter 4:7-11 

 

Lonnie Sullivan  
 

Why Does God Allow Long Suffering? 
 

Sometimes there seems to be no logical explanation for the immense suffering 

that a person is experiencing. Take the Old Testament character of Job as an 

example. He lost ten children and all of his wealth in a few short hours. Yet the Bible 

describes h im as upright and righteous. Why would God allow such a man to suffer? 

James 1:2 - 3 helps us see the answer: "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into 

various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience." Jesus Christ 

was the on ly truly innocent individual ever to live; yet even He suffered immensely. 

The fact is, pain and suffering have benefits that we sometimes cannot see and 

therefore do not appreciate. But God knows what is best for us in the long run.  

Instead of blaming Go d for pain, or denying His existence, we should be 

looking to Him for strength, and let tragedies remind us that this world never was 

intended to be our final home (read Hebrews 11 :13 - 16). James 4:14 instructs us 

regarding the fact that our time on this E arth is extremely brief. The fact that even 

the Son of God was subjected to incredible evil, pain and suffering (Hebrews 5:8; 1 

Peter 2:21) proves that God does love and care for His creation. He could have 

abandoned us to our own sinful devices, but inste ad, "God demonstrates His own 

love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8).  

Is the premature death of a Christian teenager the "end of the story"? Far from 

it. Consider for just a moment the ministries that often s pring up as a result, the 

legacy they leave behind, and the reminder they are to each one of us about that 

great reunion we will have one day when we reach our heavenly home. Most 

assuredly, their lives speak, though being dead (Hebrews 11:4).  

  

Nicholas F. Crisafulli  
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